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Washington citizens
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State Representative

Fred Jarrett
419 John L. O’Brien Building
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA  98504-0600

(360) 786-7894

1-800-562-6000

e-mail: jarrett_fr@leg.wa.gov
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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Changing the way we do business has been my priority from
the beginning of the 2001 session. Adopting meaningful transpor-
tation policy to address our region's transportation crisis has been
a challenging endeavor, to say the least.

We must improve our transportation system in order to
maintain the quality of life we have come to appreciate. As a
legislator, I have a responsibility to the taxpayers to stretch our
transportation funds and maximize our investment.

Whether we will be able to get the job done this year remains
to be seen. One thing is for certain, however: we are not lacking in
proposals from which to choose.

The following information highlights the various proposals
being considered by the Legislature.

If you have any questions on transportation or any other
issues, please call me at 360-786-7894 or email me at
jarrett_fr@leg.wa.gov

Sincerely,

Fred Jarrett
State Representative
41st District



Keeping Washington On The Move!

Traffic Congestion:
A Statewide Crisis!

Metro Area National Gridlock Rank Worst Traffic by Size

Seattle-Everett 3rd most congested 1st among large cities
Vancouver-Portland 8th most congested 3rd among large cities
Tacoma 22nd most congested 1st among medium cities
Spokane 59th most congested 4th among small cities

Source: Texas Transportation Institute, 2001 Urban Mobility Study

THE DEMOCRAT PLANS:
NEW TAX INCREASES

GOV. LOCKE’S TAX PLAN
In May, the governor unveiled a 10-year, $17.2 billion

proposal to fund combined state and regional transportation
improvement projects.  More than $9 billion would come in the
form of statewide tax and fee increases, including:

• 7¢ increase in gas taxes (4¢ in 2002; 3¢ in 2004);

• 2% additional excise tax (sales tax) on new and used
automobiles; and

• 50% increase in the gross weight surcharge for commer-
cial (business) trucks.

Metropolitan regions could then seek voter-approved tax
increases to generate the remaining $8 billion for regional
projects. Local tax increases could include additional gas tax
increases, higher local sales taxes, tolls on new or improved roads
and increased vehicle fees.

HOUSE DEMOCRATS' $10+ BILLION TAX PLAN
The House Democrats introduced a transportation tax

proposal that also would allow metropolitan regions to raise
additional local taxes for uses similar to the governor's plan.
Their plan would raise $10 billion in state funds over the next
decade by:

• 8¢ increase in gas taxes (4¢ in 2002; 2¢ in 2003; 2¢ in
2004);

• 2% additional excise tax (sales tax) on new and used
automobiles - and on car parts, accessories and services;

• 25% increase in the gross weight surcharge for commer-
cial (business) trucks - while expanding the fees to
include motor homes; and,

• $30 fee (in addition to the current $30 MVET) per
vehicle, dedicated to local bus service and passenger
ferries.
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transportation crisis
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SENATE BILL 6140
Senate Bill 6140 would allow creation of a Regional Transportation

Investment District in either a single county, or in multiple counties.
Projects funded with revenues raised regionally must be improvements to
"highways of statewide significance," a term which refers to an identified
subset of state highways like I-90, I-405 or SR-520.

These improvements must add a lane or new lanes including associ-
ated HOV lanes, bus pullouts, flyover ramps and park and ride lots.  The
funding would come from increased local option sales taxes, vehicle fees,
and state and federal matches.  It would generate revenues similar to the
governor's proposal.

This bill is an excellent example of local and state partnerships coming
together to create solutions without creating a new level of government. It
passed the Senate during the first special session. It has not been considered
in the House.

THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN PLAN: EFFICIENCIES FIRST
House Republicans have focused on results: building and manag-

ing our transportation systems better, faster and cheaper.  Better safety
as well as improved environmental and neighborhood protection.
Enabling roads to be built more rapidly with more value at a lower cost
to the taxpayers.

I am proud to report we've been successful. Because of our efforts,
the Legislature passed two of our four transportation efficiency bills.

✔ Design-build legislation was adopted that allows the state to
contract for engineering services. This will facilitate a close
connection between designer and builder that ultimately
improves the construction process and the end product.  It will
also allow design and construction to be done concurrently.
This improves the timeframe in which transportation projects
are completed, ensures a higher quality project and reduces the
cost of transportation projects.

✔ Permit streamlining legislation was passed which will begin the
process of reforming our cumbersome regulatory structure.
When fully implemented, an integrated review will replace our
serial permitting process of designing a project then moving
through one regulatory agency after another in a seemingly
never-ending process.

WHAT’S NEXT?
We cannot rest on our laurels – the remaining transportation

efficiency measures must be adopted to maximize every tax dollar
spent. Authorizing the state to contract with private sector firms for
project management and inspections, and reforming our antiquated
prevailing wage rules are two key components of the House Republican
transportation efficiency package remaining to be adopted.

No one could argue these reforms will perfect the way we do
business. We must continue with much needed improvements. With
$20 billion in identified unfunded projects, half in the next ten years,
we need to invest more in transportation if we expect a return of the
mobility we continue to lose.

With nearly three-quarters of that $20 billion in unfunded projects
in the central Puget Sound region, we need to adopt a regional funding
component to augment any statewide revenue package.

The second special session ended without that package. While I
am extremely disappointed by that failure, I remain optimistic, but it is
clear to me the political posturing needs to stop.

We need to get real, reach agreement and begin the hard work of
rebuilding the transportation system we inherited. I will do all I can to
get us there.


